Contemporary Personalities
>*"                              He was borne as they say in Lincolnshire, but as some
*s                           aver, upon knowledge, of a younger brother of the Cecills
*       .                    of Hartfordshire, a family to my owne knowledge, though
now private, yet of no mean antiquitie, who being exposed
and sent to the citie, as poore gentlemen used to do their
|                          sons, he became to be a rich man of London Bridge, and
I                          purchased in Lincolnshire, where this man was borne.
The  younger  son   of  Lord  Burghley,   and   the founder of our branch of the family,  wras  Robert k 4                    Cecil,   who   was   knighted   in   1591,   was   Principal
i \                   Secretary  of State  from   1596-1612,   Chancellor   of
I                     the Duchy of Lancaster from 1597-1599, L<7rd Privy
!                     Seal 1597-1612, Lord Treasurer 1608-1612.    He was
] *   •               created on May 13, 1603, Baron Cecil of Essen don,
**"                   Rutland ;   advanced to the . Viscounty of Cranbome,
I                    Dorset, in 1604 ;   and created Earl of Salisbury on
\                    May 4, 1605.
The seventh Earl of Salisbury, who was Lord Chamberlain to George III. from 1783-1804, became the first Marquess.
i                        The family produced many useful citizens with
a very respectable record of public service, in the period between the death of the first Earl and the birth of the late Lord Salisbury. But, on the whole, no injustice is done to the generations which inter-4                   vened by the statement that the family, after a long
|,-                  period   of   tranquil   usefulness,   underwent   a   now,
'it                    and   still   continuing,  efflorescence   some   sixty-live
;*                   years ago.   It is not my purpose in this article to
I                  attempt an estimate of that weighty and massive
statesman, of whom I have written elsewhere, who t                  confronted Gladstone for so long, who fought Disraeli
I                  unsuccessfully, Randolph Churchill with better for-
:                  tune, and who succeeded in the end to an almost
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